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Minerals Management Service, Interior § 218.57

§ 218.56 Definitions.

Terms used in this subpart shall have
the same meaning as in 30 U.S.C. 1702.

[49 FR 37346, Sept. 21, 1984. Redesignated at
51 FR 15767, Apr. 28, 1986]

§ 218.57 Providing information and
claiming rewards.

(a) General. (1) If a person has any in-
formation that could lead to the recov-
ery of royalty or other payments owed
to the United States with respect to
any oil and gas lease on Federal lands
or the Outer Continental Shelf, such
information may be provided to the
Minerals Management Service (MMS)
in accordance with this paragraph. The
MMS is authorized, under the Federal
Oil and Gas Royalty Management Act
of 1982 (FOGRMA), 30 U.S.C. 1723, to
pay a reward for information with re-
spect to Federal oil and gas leases.
Funds must be appropriated before
payment of any reward. Criteria and
procedures covering claims for and
payment of rewards are provided in
paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) of this sec-
tion.

(2) If a person has any information he
or she believes would be valuable to
MMS, that person (‘‘informant’’)
should submit the information in writ-
ing, in the form of a letter, mailed or
delivered in person to the Director,
Minerals Management Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, 18th and C Street,
NW., Washington, DC 20240, or to the
Director’s designated representative.
Although written communications are
preferred, oral information will be ac-
cepted.

(3) The informant should provide all
data he or she has with respect to roy-
alty or other payments owed. The in-
formation provided should include:
identification of the alleged debtor; the
source of the informant’s knowledge of
royalties or other payments owed; the
date, if known, of the indebtedness; and
any other information that could be
used to establish indebtedness. All in-
formation received by MMS from per-
sons providing information will be con-
sidered ‘‘highly confidential’’ and will
not be disclosed to any individual ex-
cept on a ‘‘need to know’’ basis in the
performance of official duties.

(b) Claim for reward. (1) Any inform-
ant who provides information that
could lead to the recovery of royalty or
other payments may file a claim for re-
ward unless the person is an officer or
employee of the United States, an offi-
cer or employee of a State or Indian
tribe acting pursuant to a cooperative
agreement or delegation under the
FOGRMA, or any person acting pursu-
ant to a contract authorized by the
FOGRMA.

(2) A claim for reward is not accept-
able if filed on behalf of a claimant by
his or her agent under power of attor-
ney. However, an agent may provide
MMS with information for an unidenti-
fied informant, to be evaluated and
used by MMS as it deems appropriate.
The informant’s identity ultimately
must be disclosed if the informant in-
tends to file a claim for reward so that
MMS can report the reward as taxable
income to the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice. An executor, administrator, or
other legal representative of a deceased
informant may file a claim on behalf of
such deceased informant if, prior to his
or her death, the informant was eligi-
ble to file a claim under this section.
The representative must attach to the
claim evidence of authority to file it.

(3) To file a claim for reward the in-
formant must:

(i) Notify the Director, MMS, or the
person to whom the information was
reported, that he/she is claiming a re-
ward.

(ii) Request an ‘‘Application for Re-
ward for Original Information’’ (Form
MMS–4280). This form provides for in-
formation to enable MMS to determine
and pay rewards, to control reward ap-
plications, and to report a claimant’s
reward as taxable income to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.

(iii) File a claim for reward by com-
pleting Form MMS–4280, sign it with
his or her true name, and mail or de-
liver it in person to the Director or to
the Director’s designated representa-
tive. If the informant provided the in-
formation in person, the claim should
include the name and title of the per-
son to whom the information was re-
ported and the date that it was re-
ported.

(4) If the informant used an identity
other than his or true name when the
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